Jun 13, 2022


John,
I borrowed Steve Tracy’s radar gun to sample speeds of vehicles traveling on B Street.  I sat on a chair in front of my house next to the parkway strip, which allowed me to sample the speed of vehicles traveling south and north along B street—this vantage seemed appropriate because vehicles had time to accelerate and reach their cruising speed, from traffic lights at 5th or 8th streets.

The results are shown below. I sampled 525 vehicles during 3 days, two in the afternoon and one in the morning.  There wasn’t much variation in the results between the days/times.  On average, vehicles on this section of B street travel about 30 miles an hour, 5 miles per hour (mph) above the posted speed of 25.  The median was the same as the mean, indicating that extreme values (very fast or slow speeds) did not affect the results.  The maximum speed observed was 45 mph, 20 mph over the posted limit. Fifteen percent of vehicles travel at least 10 mph over the posted limit, and slightly less than three percent travel 15 mph over.

Was this sampling representative of speeds along B street, given that residents in the area have observed vehicles traveling at excessive speeds?  A larger sample would be desirable, although I don’t think it would yield markedly different results, with the possible exception of the occasional vehicle traveling even faster than 45 mph.  It is also possible that sampling at a different time of year might yield different results, especially since the sample here was done at the end of the school year.  It is also possible that motorists moderated their speed when they saw me with the radar gun, although I didn’t observe most vehicles slowing appreciably as they approached me.

We can always repeat this study at another time of the year.  At this point, the results here seem reasonably representative.





Speed Study
Sampled at 616 B street
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AVERAGE 30.45625 29.72272727 29.5448276 29.8971429

MAX 44 44 45 45

MIN 20 21 19 19

MEDIAN 30 30 30 30

COUNT # > 35 29 28 22 79

COUNT # >40 7 5 3 15

# OBS 160 220 145 525

% 10 MPH OVER 18.125 12.72727273 15.1724138 15.047619

% 15 MPH OVER 4.375 2.272727273 2.06896552 2.85714286


